
 
TEL: 01902 558517  

Dear Parents / Carers, 
Spring Term 2018 

I extend a warm welcome back to school for our spring term and hope you all had a happy and celebratory 
Christmas.  
 
Detailed following is information which I hope you will find of interest for supporting both your child’s / children’s 
learning and partnership with our school. 
 
Spring Term Class Assemblies: 9.00 a.m. 
Thursday, 18th January – Year 1 ‘Keeping Healthy’ 
Thursday, 1st February – Year 6 ‘Telling a Story’ 
Friday, 16th February – Year 3 ‘Chinese New Year’ 
Thursday, 8th March – Reception ‘Mothering Sunday’ 
Thursday, 15th March – Year 2 ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ 
Friday, 23rd March – Year 4 ‘ Sport Relief Assesmbly’ 
Thursday, 29th March – Year 5 ‘Easter’ 
 
Notable Dates 
10th January – Year 6 - First Aid Training (Bilston Red Cross) 
12th January Year 6 swimming commences 
26th January – Year 3 visit Shrewsbury Museum 
6th February – National eSafety Day 
7th February – Year 1 Music Workshop ‘The Gingerbread Man’ 
12th February – Scholastic Book Fair week 
15th February – Parent Consultations 
19th – 23rd  February – Half Term 
26th February – Year 4 swimming commences 
1st March – World Book Day / Reception – Year 6 English Workshop / Open morning (more info to follow) 
12th March – Maths Day 
14th – 16th March – Year 4 residential  
21st March – Maths Workshop @ 6pm 
29th March – School finishes for Easter break. 
       
School INSET days / School Closures 
To assist you in planning ahead, detailed following are our INSET days, which form a vital part of our staff’s 
training and development.  School will therefore be closed on the following days: 
 
Thursday, 3rd May – Election Day 
Friday, 4th May – Staff INSET Day 
Monday, 7th  May – Bank Holiday  
Friday, 25th May – Staff INSET Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 2018 

• Term time: Tuesday, 2nd January 2018 to Friday 16th February 2018 

• INSET:  Tuesday, 2nd January 2018 

• Half Term:  Monday, 19th February to Friday, 23rd February 2018 

• Term time: Monday, 26th February 2018 to Thursday, 29th March 2018 

Summer Term 2018 

• Term Time: Monday, 16th April 2018 to Friday, 25th May 2018  

• Elections:  Thursday, 3rd May 2018 

• INSET:  Friday, 4th May 2018  

• Bank Holiday : Monday, 7th May 

• INSET:  Friday 25th May 2018 

• Half Term:  Monday, 28th May to Friday, 1st June 

• Term Time: Monday, 5th June 2017 to Tuesday, 25th July 2018 

• INSET Days:  Monday, 24th and Tuesday, 25th July 



 
Attendance Monitoring 
As you will be aware, we monitor our pupils’ attendance rigorously and are accountable to the Local Authority 
for attaining standards at least in line with national data.  As part of our procedures, we publish attendance on 
our website and on display boards around school:  
 

    
 

Attendance to-date is currently 96.1% and the two winning classes for the autumn term were 2H and 3G.  Well 
done to our overall winning classes and also to everyone who supports our monitoring procedures.  Thank you! 
 
A reminder also about our policy with regards to taking your children out of school during term time for 
holidays. Governors do not support applications for leave of absence and therefore, all leave will be registered 
as unauthorized and fines will be applied by the Local Authority:  £60 per child, per parent after four days’ leave 
of absence. 
 
Start and End of the School Day 
School doors open at the first bell at 8:45 a.m. and children can access the school and classrooms for initial 
learning activities.  School officially starts at 8:55 a.m. and it is imperative for children to be in class by this time 
to be recorded as present.  The registration period is a legal aspect of schooling and therefore, children arriving 
after 8:55 a.m. will be recorded as late.  Please endeavor to ensure your children arrives timely to commence 
their day’s learning.  Arriving late is disruptive to all concerned:  your own child’s learning; other pupils’ learning 
and to the class teacher. 
 
School ends at 3:15 p.m. and unless your child is attending an after school club or activity, you should be 
waiting to collect them at this time.  We do ask, for safeguarding purposes, that parents / carers do not access 
the school site before 3:00 p.m. 
 
Can I also seek your support to ensure children both arrive and exit school in an orderly manner – keeping to 
designated pathways.  We do not permit children to play on our playground equipment as we cannot be 
responsible for anyone hurting themselves at either end of the school day.   
 
School Uniform 
As always, I am proud of our distinct school uniform and thank you for presenting your children so admirably.  
Governors have recently reviewed our uniform policy and have asked both staff and I to monitor children’s 
adherence to it.  
 
General Reminders 

• Please be considerate and respectful to both parking restrictions and neighbours if using your car to 
transport your child / ren to and from school. 

• Funsters – After School Club operates from 3:15 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.  Collection after this time will incur an 
additional penalty charge of £10 to cover staffing costs once contracted hours have ended. 

• Given the wintry conditions we will undoubtedly experience this term, please ensure children have warm 
tracksuit trousers and a sweatshirt with them on P.E. day: 

 
Jewellery 
May I respectfully remind parents that children should not wear jewellery for school, other than a watch and 
one pair of small stud earrings.  All earrings must be removed for P.E. due to safety regulations.  A disclaimer 
form, (available from your child’s class teacher), must be completed if you will not allow your child to remove 
earrings during PE / games activities. 
 
Bikes and Scooters 
Several children are now bringing bikes and scooters to school. Again, I must make it clear that school cannot 
be held accountable for the safety of children’s possessions.  All such items are left at parents and children’s 



own risk.  In order to monitor everyone’s safety, children must dismount at the school gate and walk their 
scooter or bike to the allotted stands. 
 
Dinner Money 
May I remind you that dinner money must be paid on a Monday, in advance of that week.  Payment in advance 
is stipulated by ‘Direct Services’ who are our catering service.  As this is their directive, we may not be able to 
allow your child to continue staying dinner if advance payment is not being made on a regular basis.   
 
It is possible that some families who are eligible for free school meals have currently not applied.  I would urge 
you to check the following criteria and apply, even if your child does not wish to take hot dinners every day.  It 
is of great benefit to the school’s finances to record how many children are eligible.  Application forms and 
further information are available from the school office. 
 
If your child receives free meals under the Universal Free School Meals scheme, it is still advantageous to 
claim Free School Meals as your child will receive free school milk and subsidized school visits.   
 
 
Eligibility to claim Free School meals criteria: 
Income Support,  Income based Job Seekers Allowance, Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit, Income 
related Employment and Support Allowance, Child Tax Credit and annual income (as assessed by the Inland 
Revenue) is less than £16,190 (April 2014-2015). 
 
Eligibility to claim Flexible Charging Scheme (meals cost only £1 per day): 
This scheme was previously fully funded and was known as the ‘Pilot’ scheme.  Oak Meadow  
governors have agreed to part subsidise meals for parents who were eligible under this previous 
 ‘Pilot’ scheme so that parents are asked to pay £1.00 per meal, rather than £2.10. You may apply for 
this for the scheme if you are in receipt of Working Tax Credits and your total income does not exceed  
£16,190 per year. 
 
If you are eligible to one of the above benefits, your child is entitled to receive free school / flexible 
charge meals.  More information available from the school office. 
 
Finally, a reminder of our school’s leadership team if questions or concerns arise: 
Mr. Horton: Reception and Year 1 Phase Leader. 
Mrs. Worrallo: Year 2 and 3 Phase Leader and Assistant Headteacher. 
Mr. Clarkson: Years 4, 5 and 6 Phase Leader. 
Miss Challenor: Deputy Headteacher. 
….. and myself as Headteacher. 
 
I thank you for your continued support as we look ahead to a busy term 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. S. Arnold 
Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 

 


