
The Empire Strikes!  

Year 5 Spring Term 2019 

The Empire Strikes 

Our overarching theme for this term is The Empire Strikes, encom-

passing a focus on the impact of the Roman Empire on Britain. We 

will be studying different aspects of Roman life and events that hap-

pened during this period of time such as the Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius 

and Pompeii. We will look at the lives of Roman soldiers and the extent 

of the Empire and its demise.  

English 

In all teaching and learning there will be a focus upon accurate 
spelling, grammar, neat presentation, joined handwriting and upon the 
acquisition of new vocabulary.  

We will be writing ‘Out of This World’ stories linked to Titanium by 
David Guetta and Sia. We will be writing newspaper articles linked to  
Pompeii and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and explanation texts 
about Volcanoes.   

We will be reading informative texts and also My Story: A Roman 
Invasion by Jim Elridge. Please sign your child’s journal after hearing 
them read.  We will hear your child read independently and in small 
guided reading groups. We ask for your continued support in encour-
aging your child to read regularly and access Bug Club at home too.  

Save the Date! 

Year 5 Easter Assembly - Friday 12th April 

 

 

Values 

Resilience and risk taking, knowledge of the world, healthy living, 

belonging, express yourself, enterprise. 

Mathematics 

It will be important for pupils to know their times and division tables 
up to 12 x 12. There will be a focus on improving children’s 
knowledge of decimal place value and the four operations; with a 
particular focus on multiplication and division, to enable them to 
calculate efficiently. We will also use our knowledge when working 
with fractions, decimals and percentages.  

Please encourage your child to regularly access: http://

www.mathletics.co.uk .   

Science  -  Earth and Space  

This term we will be looking at the Solar system.  We will look at 

how the movement of the Earth and Moon gives us days, months 

and years and the planets that make up our Solar System 

Separating Materials  

After half term, we will be using different techniques to separate 

mixtures including filtering, sieving and evaporation. They will ex-

plain what is meant by the term dissolving and will be able to name 

some substances that are soluble in water and others that are not.  

PSHE    

We will be learning and developing our understanding of techniques 
and strategies to improve our emotional health and wellbeing, by 
learning how best to deal with our feelings.  Later in the term we will 
be learning about money matters; learning about banks, savings and 
interest and ways to pay.  

RE 

At the beginning of the Spring Term, we will be finding out about the 
importance of prayer and reflections across different religions. Then, 
as the term progresses we will  look at the importance of The Easter 
Story within the Christian Faith.  

P.E 

P.E lessons will take place on a Wednesday and Friday.  Please en-

sure your child has the correct indoor and outdoor kits in school at 

all times. This term we will be practising different styles of dance, 

gymnastics, cross country and basketball.  

Home Learning 

Homework will be set on a Friday, to be returned by the following Fri-

day. Longer projects may sometimes be set to complete and present. 

Spellings will be learnt at home and tested in school every Wednesday. 

Times tables will also be tested weekly through Club sheets, please ensure 

your child practises these in addition to any weekly homework.  

ICT 

e-Safety , Coding and Digital Art 

We will continue to remind the children how to stay safe when 

online throughout the year, but there will be some focused work this 

term during e-safety week too.   

We will work collaboratively to explore and produce Laura Williams 
inspired digital artwork using the Bazaart App.  We will also work to 
create a game linked to our theme using coding.  

French 

We will be learning useful conversational phrases within the topics of 
school trips and the environment. 

Creative Arts 

Art - We will be designing and making Roman inspired mosaics and 

working on our shading skills. Our art work will also link to our compu-

ting during this term.  

Food Technology -  We will be tasting different foods that were popu-

lar in the Roman times and cooking dishes from the time too on a 

special theme day towards the end of the first half term.  

Music - In the run up to our Easter performance, we will be looking at 
rhythm and pitch and will practise and perform a variety of vocal 
pieces, which will form part of our performance.   
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