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Monday 18th May 2020 

Dear Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 Parents/ Carers, 
 
I am very much aware of trying to keep you informed of our school’s reopening plans particularly as there 
continues to be significant media attention and reporting regarding the reopening of schools to Years 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, and whether it is safe or not to do so.  
 
Continually following the advice from the Department for Education and Wolverhampton Local Authority, we 
are endeavouring to apply a calm and balanced approach as far as possible in order to ensure the right 
decisions and actions are taken to secure our staff’s and children’s safety and wellbeing.  We do thank you 
for completing the questionnaire and for informing us of your intentions to continue either home learning or 
to access school as and when it opens.    
 
Using the outcomes of the questionnaire, the school’s leadership team are meeting regularly and are 
formulating plans for the safe return of staff and children.  In order to keep you as informed as possible, I 
will outline initial plans for when the school reopens for the specified year groups: 
 

• A staggered timed approach will be established for children arriving at school to secure social 
distancing whilst on our school premises.  A designated walk way will be marked for adherence to 
and you will be required to queue for children to be welcomed and directed into school by staff 
members at, for example, the gateway to the Reception playground. 
     

• To assist us with our planning of class groups, we are awaiting receipt of an interactive social 
distancing calculator from the Local Authority which will allow us to model the capacity of 
classrooms taking into account social distancing, e.t.c.  Whilst the government recommend a 
maximum group size of 15, we may not be able to accommodate this number in the classrooms 
and therefore, may have to reduce the group size.  

 

• Given the formation of small groups, there will be one member of staff leading each group; there is 
no guarantee your child will have their current classteacher or be with their usual circle of friends. 
We appreciate this may be extremely unsettling for your child but hope they will be able to recall 
their experiences from our University of Oak Meadow week when they accessed and met different 
members of staff leading different activities.  

 

• As children will only be allowed to access their small class group and not be allowed to mix with 
others, children in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 will not be allowed to access Breakfast Club.  For 
information also, Funsters will not be in operation when school reopens due to social mixing and 
distancing. This will be reviewed as and when the government release further guidelines for the 
wider opening of schools.  

 

• Movement within school will be restricted for all children.  Whilst we will endeavour and do our 
utmost to avoid children crossing one-another’s paths in corridors, it may be unavoidable.  



 

                                 

  

 

However, the guidance states that brief, transitory contact or passing by does not pose a 
significant risk.     

 

• Break times and lunchtimes will be coordinated and each year group will be allocated a designated 
space on the school premises for outdoor play.  Interaction and engagement with other groups of 
children will not be permitted.  The children will be allowed to play with others from their group only 
– maintaining a social distancing as far as possible.  We fully appreciate the anxiety this may 
cause our younger children as they will naturally wish to play with their friends – who might be in 
another group – and find this difficult to understand.  We will do our utmost to explain this to 
children but we would appreciate your support in this also, explaining to your son/ daughter the 
importance of playing safely during this current period, if you choose to send your child when 
school reopens.      

 

• Lunches will also be different as we will be providing picnic lunches if your children are eligible for 
free school meals or if you wish to order one via ParentPay.  Lunches will be eaten within 
children’s group classrooms with one allocated supervisor who again will remain a constant in the 
weeks following. 

 

• Learning resources will be minimised within class groups to facilitate their cleaning each day and 
the number of shared resources sent home, e.g. reading books, will be limited.      
 

• Following each year group’s staggered start to the school day, an attendance register will be 
taken.  If you decide to exercise safeguarding caution and not send your child into school, please 
do not be concerned for the facing of fines or other sanctions as these will not apply during this 
time. 

 

• Upon the reopening of school, we ask that school uniform is worn.  For the weeks ahead, we will 
exercise a leeway and permit the wearing of either the summer or winter uniform if your child has 
grown out of any aspect of it since March time.  

 
I hope the above points answer some questions and concerns you may have.  We still await a letter from 
the Department for Education offering further advice for the opening of schools for Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6 children.  Whatever decision you make about your child returning to school, we will continue to 
support all children’s home-learning with work uploaded to the website each week and for a work pack to 
be collected every two weeks.  I appreciate it is an extremely difficult decision to make and whatever you 
decide for the best interests of your children and family, we will understand and respect it. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the School Office by either telephone, 01902 
558517, or email, oakmeadowprimaryschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk.  Thank you. 
 
Please keep safe. 
 
Best regards,  
 
 

S Arnold 
Mr S Arnold 
Headteacher 
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